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MINUTES OF THE BOARD MEETING 

THE SOMERSET VALLEY SEWERAGE AUTHORITY    

APRIL 27, 2026 

 
DATE: April 27, 2026,    PLACE:     The Somerset Raritan Valley Sewerage Authority  

                                         
TIME: 7:00 P.M.                                                    

    

Minute 1 - Opening of Meeting  

 

The Board Meeting of the Somerset Raritan Valley Sewerage Authority was called to order at 

7:00 P.M. by Chairman Edward Machala 

 

Minute 2 - Open Public Meetings Announcement  

 

The Open Public Meeting Announcement was read by the Executive Director, Ronald Anastasio. 

 

Minute 3 - Roll Call 
  

Robert Albano Present  John Murphy Absent 

Pamela Borek Present  Michael Pappas Absent 

Daniel Croson Absent Philip Petrone Absent 

Gary DiNardo Present  Reinhard Pratt Present 

Vincent Dominach Present  Frank Scarantino Present 

Joseph Lifrieri Present   Edward Machala Present 

Michael Impellizeri Present    

 

 

Authority Staff 

Ronald Anastasio, P.E., Executive Director Present 

Sherwin Ulep, P.E., Asst. Executive Director/Manager of Engineering Present   

Anthony Tambasco, Plant Superintendent Present (Teams) 

Timothy Wojcicki, Chief Plant Operator Present (Teams) 

Ellie Hoffman, P.E., Regulatory Compliance Engineer Present (Teams) 

Linda Hering, Human Resources Manager Absent 

Robin Taylor, Human Resources Manager (Successor) Present 

Christian Santiago, Staff Engineer Present (Teams) 

Peter Wozniak, Chief Financial Officer Present 

  

Professional Staff 

Thomas Schoettle, P.E., CDM Smith Present  

Joe Maraziti, Esq., Maraziti Falcon, LLP Present  

 

 

Minute 4 - Pledge of Allegiance 

 

All in attendance saluted the flag. 
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Minute 5 - Approval of Minutes 

 

(1) March 23, 2026, Regular Open Session 

 

Upon a Motion of Mr. Albano Second of Ms. Borek, the Minutes of March 23rd, 2026, Meeting 

(Open Session) were approved by the following Roll Call Vote 

 

Roll Call Vote: 

 

Robert Albano Yes John Murphy Absent 

Pamela Borek Yes Michael Pappas Absent 

Daniel Croson Absent Philip Petrone Absent 

Gary DiNardo Yes Reinhard Pratt Yes 

Vincent Dominach Abstain Frank Scarantino Yes 

Michael Impellizeri Yes Edward Machala Yes 

Joseph Lifrieri Yes   

 

(2) March 23, 2026, Closed Session 

 

Upon a Motion of Mr. Impellizeri Second of Ms. Borek, the Minutes of March 23rd, 2026, 

Meeting (Closed Session) were approved by the following Roll Call Vote 

 

Roll Call Vote: 

 

Robert Albano Yes John Murphy Absent 

Pamela Borek Yes Michael Pappas Absent 

Daniel Croson Absent Philip Petrone Absent 

Gary DiNardo Yes Reinhard Pratt Yes 

Vincent Dominach Abstain Frank Scarantino Yes 

Michael Impellizeri Yes Edward Machala Yes 

Joseph Lifrieri Yes   

 

Minute 6 - Public Hearings -  NONE 

 

Minute 7 - Public Participation - NONE 

 

Minute 8 - Consent Agenda - Resolutions for Consideration and Possible Formal Action 

 

Mr. Albano presents a comment, Res. No 1 and 2 look remarkably similar. Mr. Albano asked 

Mr. Anastasio if one was on the property and the other is not, Mr. Anastasio confirmed, yes. 

Branchburg doesn’t want to own the on-site sewers.  

 

Ms. Borek mentions, “NJSA” should be indicated before the statute numbers on Resolutions 1 

and 2, Mr. Anastasio states he will get clarification and will make the appropriate changes.  
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1) Res. No. 26-0427-1 – Treatment Works Approval Application Resolution - AAVLBR 

Property, LLC; Proposed Factory Buildings; Branchburg Township - Block 17, Lot 2 

 

2) Res. No. 25-0427-2 – Sewer Extension Resolution - Industrial Parkway; Sanitary Main 

Extension; Township of Branchburg 

      

3) Res. No 26-0427-3 – Resolution Authorizing Permanent Status of John Merklinger as 

Operator in the Liquid Division 

     

4) Res. No. 26-0427-4 – Resolution Authorizing a Commissioner, the Executive Director, 

Assistant Executive Director/ Manager of Engineering, Plant Superintendent, Chief Plant 

Operator, Staff Engineer, Regulatory Compliance Engineer and Solid Division 

Supervisor to Attend the 111th New Jersey Water Environment Association (NJWEA) 

Annual Conference in Atlantic City, NJ to be held on May 11-14, 2026 

 

Upon a motion of Mr. Scarantino Second of Mr. Albano, the above Consent Agenda was 

approved by the following Roll Call Vote 

 

Roll Call Vote: 

 

Robert Albano Yes John Murphy Absent 

Pamela Borek Yes Michael Pappas Absent 

Daniel Croson Absent Philip Petrone Absent 

Gary DiNardo Yes Reinhard Pratt Yes 

Vincent Dominach Yes Frank Scarantino Yes 

Michael Impellizeri Yes Edward Machala Yes 

Joseph Lifrieri Yes   

 

Minute 9 -  Board Committees - 

 

A. Personnel Committee: (BOREK, Lifrieri, Machala, Dominach, Albano) 

 

a) Report on promotion of Kevin Groff to the position of Maintenance Supervisor and 

Other Salary Adjustments (Closed Session) 

 

1) Res. No. 26-0427-5 – Promotion of Maintenance & Inventory Coordinator Kevin 

Groff to the Position of Maintenance Supervisor 

 

B. Finance Committee: (ALBANO, Machala, Pratt, Scarantino, Dominach, Pappas, 

Croson) 

 

a) Report on the Findings of the Rate Study Prepared by Phoenix Advisors 

 

Mr. Albano states: we had a study done by Phoenix Advisors and they said that what we 

were doing was right. They gave four different scenarios, and they were variations of the 



APRIL 27, 2026                                                                                                                   OPEN SESSION - Page 4 

same thing. So, what we are going to do is look at this every year to see how we are doing 

regarding the money we are collecting over and above the operating cost. We can adjust it 

every year and they think it is an effective way to do it. It was nice that they agreed with us. 

The only thing I need to follow is how the additional money will be sequestered somewhere 

and not disappear into the general funds. Mr. Wozniak responded with; we can create a 

reserve fund. As I work through the numbers for 2025, it is close to breaking even. The 

Authority had a couple of short flows and repairs, so the cost went up. It would be a good 

idea, as Mr. Albano states, it is a good idea to create a reserve fund on the accounting basis 

to show on our Balance Sheet, it will be there and designed by the Board. It will be shown 

easily, and it will not get lost in the shuffle. It will be important to track operating cost and 

Capital cost. Mr. Albano, states, exactly. Mr. Wozniak continues, as I mentioned, there is a 

lot of energy costs are up including our flow. Mr. Albano states: we do not want that money 

to disappear into our Operating Expenses. Mr. Anastasio states, Peter, and I have discussed 

it, so we are going to see how 2026 goes. In 2027 we want to Budget for 2027 injections and 

make up for 2025. Mr. Albano said OK. Mr. Anastasio states we do not want a penny of that 

to go to Operations. When we know the exact gallonage for the year we will know the exact 

amount too. That is the plan, later in the year when we are preparing the budget and going to 

the Finance Committee meeting. We will see about proposing to the Finance Committee to 

propose to the Board to set up a fund and designate it and make deposits into that. Mr. 

Albano, OK, Mr. Anastasio said like we did for storm control treatment facility. Mr. 

Wozniak states, once we do a resolution designed by the Board. I or Mr. Anastasio cannot 

just do something about it. It would have to have Board action to move money out of it. Mr. 

Albano said OK.  

 

Minute 10 - Chairman  Mr. Machala states he has nothing at this point, so we will go to the 

Executive Director’s report.  

 

Minute 11 -  Reports 

 

A. Executive Director’s Report 

 

1. Update on the New Administration Building Project  

 

New Administration Building last Tuesday appeared before the Bridgewater 

Township planning Board. We had our Capital review, and it went well. At the 

hearing, the Chairman of the Board compliment it us and liked the look of the 

building. It was positively received, I believe they like the efficiency of it too. 

There is a lot of use in small footprints. We had a good hearing, so we are 

remarkably close to making our DEP submittal for Storm water and then it is a 

matter of waiting for that permit until we can go out to bid. In the meantime, we 

will prepare contract documents and that sort of thing to get ready. We do not 

want to go out to bid before we have all the permits in hands. The other thing 

too, we mentioned a few months ago we had some pit testing to verify the 

conditions near the concrete pads. That went very well and it got done in one 
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day. Mr. Ulep elaborated on the pit testing and said that geotechnical engineers 

will update their report for recommendation. It will state that we do not have to 

remove the concrete pads, which will help with the budget. Mr. Anastasio states 

that it is where we are and we are in decent shape. The design is 100% 

complete and they seem good to work with.  

 

2. Update on Plantwide Mechanical Rehabilitation Project 

 

Workflow is continuing this project. We are approaching 60% on the odor 

control system. It is 90% on the multiple media filters; we are getting there. 

There is one other issue we have, and we are going to be meeting with the 

CDM staff tomorrow to talk about this. There were some unanticipated 

additional charges that came up. The scope evolved throughout the course of 

this project. It has been 3 years already we have been working on it. Much is 

due to code changes and things like that. We had a few things drop out of the 

sky, like the NJDEP adopting the R.E.A.L. regulations, which is a resilience 

regulation, which increased the flood elevation. That had an impact and there 

were some building codes that will affect something that we did not anticipate. 

It is things like this, and we plan to work through this with CDM. Going to 

bring it to the Planning Committee and further drill down and discuss it Then 

on to the Finance Committee and then on to the Board. We will report back 

when we know more. 

 

 

3. Update on Main Interceptor & Forcemain Rehabilitation Project  

 

This design is on hold right now. As I quoted before, we are waiting on Duke’s 

Farm. What they were waiting for from us was an appraisal report, which we 

received a draft over the weekend. So, Brad is away for a couple of days; when 

he returns, we will go over it with him. Then we can get it finalized and send it 

over to Duke’s. Then there is discussion about compensation; we want to go 

over with Brad. Then we will get it over to the Duke’s Farm attorney’s and see 

if we can get somewhere by getting a letter out of them in support of the 

project. This is what the Federal Government is waiting for. Once this is done, 

we can see what the Fed’s want in exchange for this transfer to happen with the 

new easement within an existing wet easement. We are hoping for us eventually 

evacuating our old pipeline easement is sufficient to act as compensation, and 

we can all be happy. We all agree this is a good arrangement, but we must see 

what they produce. We will report back when we know more.  

 

4. Update on the Storm Control Pumping Station Flood Mitigation Project 
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This project is moving along; it is about a 3rd done. We received all the County 

American Rescue Plan grant, which is near it is end. We are waiting for some 

delivery like the enclosures. Mr. Ulep commented, yes, we are waiting for 

delivery of enclosures and the Structural steel too. Once these things show up, 

we will start to see a lot of action with the structural steel frames and 

placement of the enclosures. Then they can assembly the electrical in these 

enclosures and then we will start to see things happen. Moving along and 

things are happening just taking a little time. This is a long contract time, so we 

have the time.  

 

5. Update to the PSE&G Energy Efficiency Measures Project 

 

This has advanced far. We have decided on what type of blower we are going to 

use. We settled on the one they based their analysis on around, which is a 

modern equivalent of what we have now. It will fit better in space vs what was 

called the Turbo blower which we looked at last year at Weftec. We do want to 

go see a few in action at other treatment plants and talk to the Managers, 

Operators and Maintenance people and get their feedback on maintain and 

servicing them. We are moving along, the Engineers asked for a “formal” 

name, and we will start using it in the agendas going forward. The rest of it is 

trivial things we will do in house. We just don’t just buy the parts under the 

procurement PSE & G will do. We will install the lighting, thermostat, and stuff 

like that. Moving along. Mr. Ulep stated: It’s called Wastewater Treatment 

Plant Aeration System Rehabilitation Project.  Ms. Borek said that sounds 

good. Anyway, making progress on that one. Mr. Albano asked a question: Are 

we still going to have two blowers? Mr. Anastasio says, yes just like now. Mr. 

Albano asked, one running all the time? Mr. Anastasio confirms, yes, just like 

now. Mr. Albano asked is that more efficient than a variable frequency drive 

that we talked about. Mr. Anastasio responded, the way this one is going to 

work; the air vanes will vary, not the speed. Mr. Ulep confirmed this and gave 

details on how the blowers will operate and how the air will be controlled. This 

is changing the power requirement based on the load on the fan. Mr. Anastasio 

states it is a variable system, but it is not changing the actual rotation of the 

motors. Mr. Albano followed up with a question about the blower that kept 

going down last month and that was discussed at the last meeting. Mr. 

Tambasco confirmed that it has not gone down since that one incident last 

month. Mr. Tambasco will follow up with the vendor when they are on site next 

week.  
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Mr. Anastasio states, this is all he has to update on these projects. Mr. Machala 

proceeds to ask if there are any questions on the reports. There were no additional 

questions on any reports 

        

6. Discussion Regarding the Proposed Judicial Consent Orders (JCOs) Related to 

PFAS with the 3M Company & DuPont (Closed Session – Pending Litigation 

& Attorney/Client Privileged) 

 

7. Discussion Regarding the Anticipated Development of the Fox Hollow Golf 

Course in Readington Township (Closed Session - Contract Negotiations and 

Attorney/Client Privileged) 

 

B.  Engineer/Consultants – Thomas Schoettle, P.E. (CDM Smith) Engineer’s Report 

    for March 2026 

 

 C. Attorney – Brad Carney, Esq., Maraziti Falcon, LLP 

 

D. Department Reports: 

 

 1.    Operations  

 2.    Laboratory 

 3.    Maintenance/Electrical 

 4.    Special Projects 

 

 

E. Engineering Department Engineer Reports: 

 

      1     Capacity Allocation   

            2.    Capacity Assurance  

             3.    Monthly Flow Report 

             4.    Manager of Engineering - Engineer’s Monthly Report 

 

 

Minute 12 - Communications 

 

  A. NJDEP, Division of Water Quality; Residual Transfer Report; Reporting Period 

   2/1/26-2/28/26  

  B. NJDEP, Division of Water Quality; Surface Water Discharge Monitoring Report. 

   Reporting Period 2/1/26-2/28/26 

  C. NJDEP, Division of Water Quality; Surface Water Discharge Monitoring Report – 

Storm Control Treatment Facility Reporting Period 2/1/26-2/28/26. 

D. NJDEP, Division of Water Quality; Residuals Discharge Monitoring Report;  

 Reporting Period 2/1/26-2/28/26 (FEBRUARY 2026 NOT INCLUDED – TO BE 

SUBMITTED BY 4/25/2026) 
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Minute 13 - Res. No. 26-0427-6 – Payroll 

 

Upon a Motion of Mr. Albano, Second of Mr. Impellizeri, the above Resolution was approved by 

the following Roll Call Vote 

 

Roll Call Vote: 

 

Robert Albano Yes John Murphy Absent 

Pamela Borek Yes Michael Pappas Absent 

Daniel Croson Absent Philip Petrone Absent 

Gary DiNardo Yes Reinhard Pratt Yes 

Vincent Dominach Yes Frank Scarantino Yes 

Michael Impellizeri Yes Edward Machala Yes 

Joseph Lifrieri Yes   

 

Minute 14 - Res. No. 26-0427-7 - Bills 

 

Upon a Motion of Mr. Impellizeri Second of Ms. Borek, the above Resolution was approved by 

the following Roll Call Vote 

 

Roll Call Vote: 

 

Robert Albano Yes John Murphy Absent 

Pamela Borek Yes Michael Pappas Absent 

Daniel Croson Absent Philip Petrone Absent 

Gary DiNardo Yes Reinhard Pratt Yes 

Vincent Dominach Yes Frank Scarantino Yes 

Michael Impellizeri Yes Edward Machala Yes 

Joseph Lifrieri Yes   

 

 

Minute 15- Res. No. 26-0427-8 - Adjourn to Closed Session 

 

Resolution Authorizing Closed Session for the Purpose of Personnel Matters Discussion 

Regarding a Proposed Promotion and Salary Increases and for the Purposes of Anticipated 

Litigation and Attorney/Client Privileged Discussions Regarding the Proposed Judicial 

Consent Orders Related to PFAS with the 3M Company and Dupont and Attorney/Client 

Privileged Discussions Regarding the Anticipated Development of the Fox Hollow Golf 

Course in Readington Township 

 

 

 

Upon a Motion of Mr. Albano Second of Mr. Scarantino, to above Resolution was approved by 

the following Roll Call Vote: 
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Robert Albano Yes John Murphy Absent 

Pamela Borek Yes Michael Pappas Absent 

Daniel Croson Absent Philip Petrone Absent 

Gary DiNardo Yes Reinhard Pratt Yes 

Vincent Dominach Yes Frank Scarantino Yes 

Michael Impellizeri Yes Edward Machala Yes 

Joseph Lifrieri Yes   

 

The Board went into Closed Session at 7:23 p.m. 
 

 

Minute 16 - Reconvene to Open Session at 8:36 p.m. 

 

Upon a motion of Mr. Impellizeri, Second of Mr. Albano, Reconvene to Open session was 

approved by the following Roll Call Vote 

 

Roll Call Vote: 

 

Robert Albano Yes John Murphy Absent 

Pamela Borek Yes Michael Pappas Absent 

Daniel Croson Absent Philip Petrone Absent 

Gary DiNardo Yes Reinhard Pratt Yes 

Vincent Dominach Yes Frank Scarantino Yes 

Michael Impellizeri Yes Edward Machala Yes 

Joseph Lifrieri Yes   

 

 

Minute 17 - Res. No. 26-0427-5 – Promotion of Maintenance & Inventory Coordinator Kevin 

Groff to the Position of Maintenance Supervisor 

 

Upon a motion of Ms. Borek, Second of Mr. Impellizeri, the following Resolution was approved 

by the following Roll Call Vote 

 

Roll Call Vote: 

 

Robert Albano Yes John Murphy Absent 

Pamela Borek Yes Michael Pappas Absent 

Daniel Croson Absent Philip Petrone Absent 

Gary DiNardo Yes Reinhard Pratt Yes 

Vincent Dominach Yes Frank Scarantino Yes 

Michael Impellizeri Yes Edward Machala Yes 

Joseph Lifrieri Yes   
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Minute 18 - Adjournment of Meeting 

 

Upon a motion of Mr. Albano, Second of Mr. Pratt, the meeting was adjourned at 8:36 pm, by 

the following all in Favor Vote: 

 

Roll Call Vote: 
Robert Albano Yes John Murphy Absent 

Pamela Borek Yes Michael Pappas Absent 

Daniel Croson Absent Philip Petrone Absent 

Gary DiNardo Yes Reinhard Pratt Yes 

Vincent Dominach Yes Frank Scarantino Yes 

Michael Impellizeri Yes Edward Machala Yes 

Joseph Lifrieri Yes   

 

 

 NEXT REGULAR BOARD MEETING WILL BE HELD ON  

 May 18, 2026 


